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few other districts, appeared menacing in the spring of that
year.     The Catholic  priesthood, however,  condemned   the
movement, and kept the Catholic masses aloof; its leaders, in
fact, were for the most part Protestants;  it had more in
common with the United Irish movement of 1793-8 than with
those of which O'Connell was the head    The " chiefs of the
men of 1848," as they were called, were easily put down by the
arm of the law; some were prosecuted and sent into exile
abroad;   and a miserable exhibition of puny armed force,
directed by Smith O'Brien, a landed gentleman of considerable
parts, but a vain enthusiast, was suppressed by a small party
of police.    The rising was treated in England with contempt
and ridicule;  but it might have been more grave than it
actually was had not Smith O'Brien, greatly to his honour,
refused to appeal to agrarian passions and to proclaim a war
to the knife against landlords, as his less scrupulous partisans
advised.   The failure, however, of 1848 left a legacy, so to
speak, which deserves notice.   John Finton Lalor, one of the
minor leaders, an obscure but a capable man, saw the power
of the ideas of 1793-8;  he adopted the doctrines of the
extreme United Irishmen; he placed on record sentiments of
no slight significance.     "The cry of Irish  nationality," he
wrote in substance, "and the cry against the Union, are of
little use; they have no real hold on the minds of the people;
what the peasantry want is the land for themselves; this cry
must be combined with the others; the British Government
can be only attacked successfully through an attack on the
Irish landed gentry."    This republication of the United Irish
faith attracted no attention at the time; but it has indicated
the unquestionable truth that, although nearly a century has
elapsed, it has been impossible to create in Ireland a general
and persistent movement against the Union that has continued
in force for any length of time; and it has marked out, as it
were, the lines of the agitation of late years in Ireland, revolu-